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Watch Celebs and AIDS Icons Rally
Support for HIV Funding in This Short
Film

Prince Harry, Magic Johnson, Charlize Theron and Thuso Mbedu unite with UNAIDS and a
Hollywood filmmaker to support global HIV programs.

Prominent global HIV advocates are joining forces in a new short film to call on governments and
donors to sustain lifesaving investments to end AIDS. They warn that hard-won progress against
HIV is at risk of being reversed due to sudden and drastic funding cuts by donors.

The impact of the funding cuts is already being felt in countries with high burdens of HIV, including
Eswatini, Mozambique and South Africa, which are now facing shortages of community health
workers and data collectors. UNAIDS has warned that if funding is not fully restored, as many as 6
million people could become newly infected with HIV and 4 million people could die from AIDS-
related deaths between 2025 and 2029.

The film premiered at the United Nations General Assembly on 22 September, showing world
leaders the devastating impact of recent funding cuts and urging them to recommit to ending AIDS
by 2030. (You can watch the film at the top of this article and on YouTube.)

Produced by acclaimed Hollywood writer and producer Ron Nyswaner, the film features high-
profile advocates in the global fight against HIV, including Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex; Charlize
Theron; Earvin “Magic” Johnson; and actress Thuso Mbedu. Together they highlight the need for
global solidarity and sustained support to end AIDS. It also includes Fabian Quezada, a Mexican-
born HIV activist, and Andiswa Cindi, a 22-year-old South African social media influencer who uses
Tiktok to create awareness about HIV.

“The global HIV response has saved millions of lives for over two decades, bringing countries
together in international solidarity to end the AIDS crisis,” said Mr. Nyswaner. “We hope the film
captures that success while serving as a call to action for continued funding for this essential
work.”

Mr. Nyswaner’s deep connection to HIV was demonstrated in the 1993 film Philadelphia, that
earned Tom Hanks an Oscar for his portrayal of a young lawyer fighting HIV discrimination. Mr.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7R9uDuRpLEI

Nyswaner continued this work in the acclaimed 2023 television series, Fellow Travelers, that
brought the story of the AIDS crisis to a new generation.

Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, who features prominently in the film, has long championed global
efforts to end AIDS, supporting initiatives in countries including Botswana and Lesotho. “Right
now, babies are being born with HIV due to interruptions in antiretroviral treatment for their
mothers. Without urgent action to reverse these crippling funding cuts, 6 million more people will
become infected with HIV while 4 million will die from AIDS-related causes within the next four
years,” he said. “It is not just the at-risk communities that will be affected. We've proven that
sustained investment saves lives and builds stronger communities. Abandoning this lifesaving
work now would be a devastating betrayal of progress for the millions who depend on these
essential services.”

Academy Award-winning actress and philanthropist Charlize Theron and HIV advocate and
basketball legend and Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Magic Johnson Enterprises Earvin
“Magic” Johnson are not new to global HIV campaigns. Ms. Theron is a longstanding leader in
advocating for young people and tackling the systemic inequalities that drive HIV infections among
young women and girls through founding the Charlize Theron Africa Outreach Project (CTAOP),
while Mr. Johnson has lived openly with HIV for many years, helping to fight the stigma against the
disease.

The film also highlights recent scientific innovations which could save lives, alluding to the
groundbreaking new medicine lenacapavir, which is almost 100% effective in preventing HIV with
injections just twice a year which could be a game-changer in stopping new HIV infections if it is
made available and affordable to all in need.

“The end of AIDS is not a distant dream—it is within our grasp, built on decades of relentless
activism, advocacy, and shared commitment. From groundbreaking treatments to global solidarity,
we've built a path to epidemic control,” said Ms Theron. “And now, as world leaders gather at the
United Nations General Assembly, we have the power to finish what we’ve started. The time to
end AIDS is now, and we must have the courage to see it through.”

South African Hollywood actress Thuso Mbedu, has been working with UNAIDS, encouraging world
leaders to embrace human rights in the global HIV response and working with the Elton John AIDS
Foundation to shine a light on critical lifesaving HIV work. “Ending AIDS requires collective action
and support of humanity to ensure that no one who needs the lifesaving antiretroviral treatment in
Uganda or Mozambique is left behind, she said. “World leaders must continue to invest in the
global HIV response to save lives.”

The global HIV response has been transformative. For example, in sub-Saharan Africa the roll out
of medicine to treat HIV, among other advances, has led to a rebound in life expectancy from 56.5
years in 2010 to 62.3 years in 2024. New HIV infections have been brought down by 40%, while
AIDS-related deaths decreased by 56% since 2010.

The film highlights that no single country can end AIDS alone, and that the world must stand


https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2024/december/20241201_celebrities-unite

together in global solidarity to end AIDS.

Please click here to donate to UNAIDS.

The film was made possible through the generous contributions of Mr. Nyswaner and the film
colleagues he brought on board, including cinematographer Jonathon Narducci, Otto Senault, Frits
De Jong and editor Eric Martin, and Johannesburg-based agency Lobengula Advertising
contributing their valuable time and resources to bring it to life. Paul Leonard Morgan kindly
donated the soundtrack Touch of Sanity to the film. Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex and the
Archewell Foundation and Thuso Mbedu generously gave their time while Charlize Theron and
Magic “Earvin” Johnson contributed to the success of the film, both personally and through their
foundations The Charlize Theron Africa Outreach Project (CTAOP) and the Magic Johnson
Foundation respectively. The film is a product of collaboration that transcends different countries,
including both filming and production, in South Africa, United States of America and the United
Kingdom.

UNAIDS

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to achieve
its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related deaths.
UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC,
UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and works closely with global and national
partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 as part of the Sustainable Development
Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
YouTube.

This press release was originally posted September 22, 2025, by UNAIDS.
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