
ESPN’s Dick Vitale Diagnosed With
Cancer for Third Time
Beloved sportscaster Dick Vitale has vocal cord cancer and will begin treatment soon. He’s
sharing the experience on social media.

July 19, 2023 By Laura Schmidt

Legendary sports announcer Dick Vitale revealed via Twitter that he has been diagnosed with
vocal cord cancer and will undergo six weeks of radiation treatments, according to ESPN.

The 84-year-old ESPN college basketball analyst said he plans to “fight like hell to be ready to call
games when the college hoops season kicks off in the fall,” adding that his doctor “feels that
scenario is entirely possible.”

This is an update on my meeting today with Dr ZEITELS.
Though I was disappointed with the pathology report, I

plan on winning this battle like I did vs Melanoma &
Lymphoma ! pic.twitter.com/pu61XJSm43

— Dick Vitale (@DickieV) July 12, 2023

This isn’t Vitale’s first experience with cancer. In 2021, the Hall of Famer was treated for
melanoma and lymphoma and chronicled his treatments and recovery on social media. He
celebrated being cancer-free in April 2022. He announced last month that he would take a two-
month hiatus from sports commentating to rest his vocal cords following two surgeries.

Vitale continues to display vulnerability on Twitter by sharing his latest journey with his nearly 1
million followers. He also uses the platform to educate the public and raise awareness about
cancer.

https://twitter.com/DickieV/status/1679274796931072000
https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/story/_/id/38002463/espn-analyst-dick-vitale-says-vocal-cord-cancer
https://t.co/pu61XJSm43
https://twitter.com/DickieV/status/1679274796931072000?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://apnews.com/article/march-madness-entertainment-sports-health-sarasota-1277163cfca916555d00e73953076ff5
https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/story/_/id/37902450/dick-vitale-voice-rest-expects-espn-return-season


  

Just completed PET SCAN / wow now I can have
something to eat / going thru the MRI & PET SCAN &

bloodwork today made me think of ALL MY
COURAGEOUS KIDS at my Gala-it must be so tough for

their Moms & Dads - pls help me Donate at
https://t.co/CfErqsd2Zo for Pediatric Cancer…

pic.twitter.com/HQPZyx2Wno
— Dick Vitale (@DickieV) July 19, 2023

Vitale’s career has spanned decades thanks to his passion and deep knowledge of all things
basketball. He has been with ESPN since its launch in 1979 and called the station’s first college
basketball broadcast, according to The Associated Press.

He is also a philanthropist. He is on the board of directors of The V Foundation, a nonprofit
dedicated to finding a cure for cancer. Founded in 1993 by ESPN and the late Jim Valvano, the
organization has raised over $200 million for cancer research.

“This time last year, I was on the ESPYS stage, asking everyone to help in the cancer fight,” Vitale
wrote on Twitter. “This terrible disease strikes so many of our loved ones and it’s not knocked on
my door three different times. More research will continue to help in this fight.”
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