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Why Cancer Patient Advocates
Promote Voter Registration

Voting has a significant impact on health care outcomes, say the American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network and Vot-ER.

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN), a nonprofit organization that
advocates for evidence-based public policies to reduce the cancer burden for everyone , and Vot-
ER, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization working to integrate civic engagement into health care,
are teaming up on National Patient Advocacy Day to empower patients to take an active role in
decisions that affect their health by registering to vote and making their voices heard this
November.

While roughly 83% of adults in the United States will visit a health provider in the next year, an
estimated 80% of health outcomes are determined beyond clinic walls. Voting has a significant
impact on health care outcomes, including reducing health disparities, a reality that resonates
deeply with both patients and their health care professionals. These synergies have led ACS CAN,
the nation’s leading cancer patient advocacy organization, and Vot-ER, to coordinate efforts and
bridge the gap between health care and civic engagement.

“The decisions lawmakers make have a clear and significant impact on our fight against cancer,”
said Lisa Lacasse, president of ACS CAN. “ACS CAN is proud to be part of this collaboration with
Vot-ER to empower patients to make their voice heard at the ballot box. Patient advocates have
paved the way for key legislation like reducing tobacco use, improving access to health coverage
and increasing cancer research funding, and their voices continue to be critical as we work to end
cancer as we know it, for everyone.”

“Patient advocates and health care providers must play a role in promoting voting among
patients,” said Vot-ER patient advocate Gilanie De Castro, MSN, RN, OCN, NE-BC, president-elect
of the Greater Los Angeles Chapter of The California Chapters of the Oncology Nursing Society and
an Interim Sr. Regional Nursing Director (San Gabriel Valley) at the City of Hope. “Encouraging
people to vote—especially those whose lives have been touched by cancer—is a powerful way for
oncology nurses and patient advocates to improve care and health outcomes. By engaging in the
voting process, we can influence public policy that directly impacts the challenges faced during a
cancer diagnosis.”


https://www.fightcancer.org/releases/president-biden-continues-push-cancer-moonshot
https://vot-er.org/about/
https://vot-er.org/about/
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/physician-visits.htm
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(15)00514-0/abstract

Research shows that communities are healthier when more voters can participate in the
democratic process. States with more inclusive voting policies and higher civic participation rates
have better health outcomes. Together, ACS CAN and Vot-ER are committed to lifting up patient
voices to create healthier communities.

For more information on ACS CAN’s efforts to help people register to vote and find their polling
place, visit fightcancer.org/vote.

For more on Vot-ER’s work, visit vot-er.org.

This press release was originally published August 19, 2024, by the American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network. It is republished with permission.

© 2026 Smart + Strong All Rights Reserved.

http://beta.docker.tusaludmag.com/article/cancer-advocates-promote-voter-registration


https://democracyindex.hdhp.us/
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1Q-JsaMdTg-gtU7rn01BZCP3oRf7s2DV_0MLpqqFcFuRwljHflZxyOkoOjRJYfoEVjiv7F8ScUOTjDKocY2oE-nwZHRWLPpUgrvsp0D_GwVJJzDQnfzZVtGDAyle1AEilKpMNH6sGC51gHpPkp3JO8oZRH0sq4A9oDB-Kb_qNiz0bS8OLms39_guLilBhUtDL28W7QR1GFvMMpEJE84D257hZcKrMHMdY1wU5TiESfF6wV8wrdf2QI2JZi7C1x9jE4YpmNPnL0y8raeD55okHl_ZmCs_O6rHefMLHzUYB4xWpEUnz1RXXf6H-SJOlMefm5jngaK6vR5ScgpWyw2ydrb_b5p5_hexj4vEfs7SB_p4sSCytEC8OYsUq7XXQ8LIiVOnvLyY6Wa_ilW0q5QKACLSa4QjMpFy7UUQRjSsrO09GRWYULl9dpzKgo6x6VXZa/http%3A%2F%2Ffightcancer.org%2Fvote
https://vot-er.org/
https://www.fightcancer.org/releases/american-cancer-society-cancer-action-network-and-vot-er-partner-promote-voter-registration
https://www.fightcancer.org/
https://www.fightcancer.org/

